Still making a difference in the community 

The Grand Rapids Jaycees Foundation will wrap-up the 2006 holiday season by providing grants to two local community organizations.  Grants totaling $10,000 will provide merrier holidays to West-Michigan based Worldwide Christian Schools' Comprenew Academy and St. John’s Home.   Checks will be given to these two charities at the Grand Rapids Jaycees’ General Membership Meeting, December 14, 6:30 p.m. at Marc Stewart's Guest House, 638 Stocking, NW, Grand Rapids, Mich.

“The Grand Rapids Jaycees Foundation has a long-standing tradition of granting monies to 501(c)3 tax-exempt organizations located in West Michigan,” said John Mousel, Foundation president.  “For almost 20 years, the Foundation has been helping West Michigan charities through proceeds earned from the former SENIOR PGA Tour or Champions Tour events.  Although the golf tournament no longer exists, we’re still having a positive impact on our community and helping those in need.  Our season for giving is year-round.”

Worldwide Christian Schools' Comprenew Academy is an after-school program that helps disadvantaged inner-city high school students.  Students learn to become business leaders and environmental champions by working with the community to recycle computer equipment while learning employable skills and gaining work experience.  Grant funds will be used for tools and equipment.

St. John’s Home is a 100+ year old private, non-denominational, non-profit agency addressing the needs of troubled children who have suffered severe emotional and physical abuse.  They serve more than 800 children and teens each year.  This year’s grant funds will be used to purchase new dining room tables and chairs for its homes.  St. John’s Home was a recipient of 1991 tournament proceeds.

Starting in 1986 through 2004, the Foundation awarded lead charities the proceeds from the Professional Golf Association (PGA) tour events—formerly known as the Greater Grand Rapids Open, First of America Classic, Foremost Insurance Championship and Farmers Charity Classic—along with secondary grants.  Proceeds from these tournaments contributed more than $3.6 million to local charities.

“Our tradition of giving continues,” Mousel said.  “We have we assisted hundreds of organizations and touched thousands of lives in the past, and will continue to open our hearts to West Michigan making it a better place.”










