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“…I am proud to have been an integral part of 
such a fine, outstanding organization…It is 
great to know the Grand Rapids Jaycees con-
tinue to train future leaders for the community. 
The next President of the United States could 
be amongst you. 

 

I encourage you to continue your strong tradi-
tions of leadership training through community 
service. It is an excellent tradition to embrace 
throughout your personal life and career. …” 

 
Gerald R. Ford 
Former Grand Rapids Jaycees Member 
38th President of the United States 
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LEADING... 

     The Distinguished Service Award is 
one of the highest honors bestowed by 
the Grand Rapids Jaycees. This re-
spected award honors a young person 
between the ages of 21 – 39 in metro-
politan Grand Rapids that exemplifies 
commitment to our community, career, 
family and church.  
     During the 75th Jubilee event the 2004 
Distinguished Service Award was pre-
sented to Patrick Miles, Jr. a partner at 
the law offices of Varnum, Riddering, 
Schmidt & Howlett LLP. Patrick was born 
and raised in Grand Rapids, graduating 
from Aquinas College and earning his 
law degree from Harvard Law School. 
Upon graduation he joined Varnum, Rid-
dering, Schmidt & Howlett LLP as an 
associate in corporate practice, and at 
the age of 29, became the youngest part-
ner in Varnum's 100-year history.  
     Patrick has earned an excellent repu-
tation in the West Michigan business and 
legal communities for his professional 
skills and service. In 2002 he was 
elected by the Grand Rapids Bar Asso-
ciation members to serve as president of 
the association.  

     Patrick has volunteered his time and 
talents to a myriad of community pro-
jects, activities and agencies, both large 
and small.  His volunteer and philan-
thropic efforts cover four primary areas: 
youth education, healthy families, 
neighborhood housing, and diversity. His 
professional and community work in-
cludes serving on the Board of the Inner 
City Christian Foundation, co-chairing 
Mayor Heartwell's election campaign in 
2003, collaborating with Aquinas College, 
Community Circle Theater and Catholic 
Secondary Schools to build the Perform-
ing Arts Center at Aquinas College,  and 
helping to establish a new, non-
denominational multi-cultural Christian 
church in the City of Grand Rapids, 
where he is a leader in the congregation 
and provides fill-in sermons from the  
pulpit.                               
     His efforts in these endeavors have 
led to leadership positions in organiza-
tions such as the Grand Rapids Bar As-
sociation, United Way, Aquinas College, 
DeVos Children's Hospital Foundation.  
      We are also proud to announce that 
Patrick Miles Jr. has been selected for 

the Outstanding Young Michigander 
Award by the Michigan Jaycees. This 
award will be presented Saturday, Au-
gust 6th during the Awards Banquet of the 
Michigan Jaycees August Convention 
held at the Crown Plaza. For ticket infor-
mation contact Sarah Laster at              
lastersarah@yahoo.com. 

Distinguished Service Award Recipient Announced  

Grand Rapids Jaycees 75th Jubilee Historical Video/DVD Order Form 

If you wish to own a copy of the 75th Jubilee Historical Video or DVD, complete this order form and mail it and your tax-deductible 
donation to the Grand Rapids Jaycees Foundation office:  2774 Birchcrest Drive SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49506-5477 

Name        

Address        

        

Phone        

Check #    

Please Check:  Quantity 

          o  DVD(s)    

          o  Videocassette(s)   

The $10.00 suggested minimum donation per item includes shipping.  Checks should be made payable to the Grand Rapids Jaycees 
Foundation.  All materials will be shipped in October 2005.  Cash value of production = $6.00 
Additional Order forms may be downloaded from the Grand Rapids Jaycees Foundation Website: www.grjayceesfoundation.org in the 
Forms section. 

Patrick Miles, Jr., accepts his Distinguished Service 
Award from 2004 Grand Rapids Jaycees President, 
Ryan Bruce at the 75th Jubilee Gala. 
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