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DEARBORN -- Dave Stockton stood on the tee at the 11th hole at TPC of Michigan and joked with a pro-am partner who had just hit a monster tee shot. 

"Whoa, where's your brother who played with us on the front nine? He couldn't hit shots like that." 

Stockton was in his element, entertaining clients on a golf course Wednesday. He's playing the first round of the Ford Senior Players Championship today. He's a two-time champion of this event. 


"How's the fishing?" he asked. 

Stockton first came to Grand Rapids with the over-50 set of golfers in 1992, and never quit coming back. He was the best friend among the golfers that the Jaycees-owned senior stop in Grand Rapids ever had, and won the then First of America Classic in 1996. 

"I'm not a big city guy, so I like places like Grand Rapids where the people are happy to see you and make you feel at home," he said. 

"I really hate it that we aren't coming back. The Amway (Grand Plaza Hotel), the Beltline Bar, you know it doesn't get any better than that. 

"And it was always so green there. I'd be traveling around the country, come in from California where everything had turned brown, and then you drive into Egypt Valley and see all that green." 

He made some green in Grand Rapids, too. He was the all-time leading money winner with his win and a trio of second-place finishes in the 18 years of play in Grand Rapids. 

And he was the unofficial playing recruiter for the tournament. 

"I knew which guys liked to fish, and liked to golf, and I would get them to check Grand Rapids out and take them fishing over to Grand Haven," he said. "I've really always felt places like that where we are the big show in town are the perfect markets for this tour. 

"It's just a shame we couldn't find that sponsor. I hope the golf fans miss us like we miss them." 

Stockton, 63, hasn't won on the Champions Tour since 1997. He admits his long competitive career might be coming to a close. 

"When I don't play well, I start to think about doing other things, maybe going back to the corporate thing," he said. 

He was known as the "King of Corporate Outings" in the 1980s, making bank on his PGA Tour career, which included 10 wins and a major (1976 PGA). He admits the mix of business and golf in enjoyable. He's among the smaller group of players who enjoy pro-am rounds. 

"I did a corporate thing for Sprint at Pinehurst with my boys, and it went really well," he said. " It might be fun to do more of that with Ronnie and David." 

David, the son, played nine full years on the PGA Tour, and was a one-time winner. He's doing television now, for USA Network. He's in Detroit this week, too, and will be part of the television production. 

Ronnie, who also dabbled in pro golf and has quite a reputation as a teacher, is going to caddie for his father this week. Mom, Cathy, flew into Detroit on Tuesday, too. 

"The whole family is here," he said. "It sure beats playing bad, then going back to a hotel room alone and talking to the walls." 

Stockton has been talking to the walls some this year. He's 67th on the money list, and has finished in the top 20 just once, an eighth back in March. That's another reason Ronnie is in town. He's dad's teacher. 

"We need him to do some quick surgery," Stockton quipped. "At the start of the year I was hitting it well, and couldn't make putts. Now, I'm not even hitting it." 

Stockton figures to play in 18 events this year, cutting back from the 30 or more he played in his Champions Tour heydey. 

He goes to just the major championships and his favorite tournaments, or fishing holes, these days. 

Well, when those favorite fishing holes still have tournaments anyway. 

"Tell everybody I miss 'em," he said. 

